
 
 

OUR VISION 

“As the body of Christ, we seek to fulfill 

God’s commands to love Him with all 

our hearts, and to love one another as 

He loves us.” 
 

OUR MISSION 

“To reach out and connect with all people, 

making disciples of Jesus Christ.”  

 december 2019, Vol. 60,  Issue 12 

Warm Advent greetings!  

 

As we draw 2019 to a close, let us look back and celebrate God’s victories through Davis 

Street. 

● Davis Street increased its average Sunday worship attendance from 90 to 145. 

● Davis Street is shifted the Breakfast Fellowship into a Missional Community w/ Praise & Worship. 

● Davis Street is welcoming new and diverse people mainly coming from the growing Missional Community. 

● Davis Street renovated the Church Nursery and Children’s Wing.  

● Davis Street launched the He-Brews Coffee Ministry & Creative Arts Camp. 

● Davis Street has a growing and thriving Children’s Ministry & Youth Group. 

● Davis Street is missionally partnering with Broadview Middle School. 

● Davis Street is shifting from membership to discipleship via the Discipleship Pathway. 

● Davis Street implemented the New Consecration Sunday Stewardship Campaign on its third year. 

● Davis Street invested in fixing the church basement and now 100% mold-free. 

● Davis Street has a mission-focused, visionary and Christ-centered church staff and lay leadership. 

● Davis Street is currently maintaining an excellent and innovative church website w/ Facebook  Live. 

● Davis Street birthed the L.I.T.E. Women’s Group, J.O.Y. Older Adult Ministry and “The Caring  People” 

Single Moms Ministry. 

● Davis Street has more people engaged in small groups, mission and ministries.  

Indeed, Davis Street is partnering with God in His mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ and open to the 

movements of the Spirit as God leads us beyond the walls of the church into our neighborhoods in new ways 

and fresh expressions. Our ultimate goal “is not fix the church” but rather, to pay attention to what God is 

already doing and join with Him in shifting and growing Davis Street.  

Shifting Davis Street from years of decline and stagnation towards becoming a vibrant, growing and thriving 

congregation will not be easy. The shifting is not going to be a quick and without challenges. In fact, we’re going 

to face more challenges, more risks and more obstacles along the way as we partner with God in His mission to 

“move into the neighborhood.” Davis Street shifting will require us to give up our own preferences, our own 

comfort zones and our own agendas to follow Jesus! 

The good news is— God is with us! All we have to do is to be out of the way, to fix our eyes on Jesus, to be 

adaptive, courageous, risk-takers and obedient in following Jesus Christ, and join to what God is already doing 

in making discipleship of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

Merry Christmas & Blessed New Year to all! 

Pastor Edgar 



 

 

NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS! 
 

You are invited to join this new class.  Meets in room 209.  2
nd

 floor 
 

              For people not currently in a class 

              All ages invited.  

              Meets at 9:45, ends at 10:30 (some of us are in choir) 

 

          Studying Genesis with a discussion on a chapter each week. 
 

                 Genesis:  Most scholars say, written by Moses  

                         Oral  Tradition 
 

                 Bible book of faith—God’s relationship with humankind 

 

     Grace and peace, Pat Sykes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

JOIN OUR LADIES GROUP!! 

 LITE (Ladies in the Evening) will meet on Tuesday, Dec. 3rd 

at 6:30 pm at Angelina’s Cafe for our Christmas dinner.   

Come and enjoy yourself and bring a female friend with you.   

Further information is in the weekly bulletin.  Join us!   

STAFF LOVE OFFERING 
 

Dear Church Family,  During the Advent season, Davis Streeters traditionally honor the 

pastor and church staff with a love offering in appreciation of their dedicated service here at 

Davis Street.  We will be collecting funds from now until Sunday, Dec. 15th.  If you would like 

to show your appreciation, please place your gift in one of the offering envelopes found in the 

sanctuary pews, put your name on the envelope so that your gift will be included on your 

yearly contribution statement, and mark the envelope “Staff Love Offering.”  You may also 

mail your gift to the church: DSUMC, Attention:  Staff Love Offering, 606 East Davis Street, 

Burlington, NC  27215.  Sincerely Yours, Vicki Ambrose, Chairperson, Staff Parish Relation 

Committee 



 

                        UNITED METHODIST MEN 

The UMM will distribute Christmas treats (cookies, brownies, mints, etc.) to our area First  
Responders on Sunday and/or Monday, December 15th/16th (subject to our volunteer drivers’ 
schedule).  Please bring your treat donations to the church by noon on Dec 15th for wrapping 
as distribution.  In keeping with our practice of distributing these goodies, there will be NO 
other UMM meetings in December.  We’ll gather again in 2020 on January 21st at South-
bound Sandwich Works at 6:30 pm (http://www.southboundsandwich.com/).  Please join us – 
open to all. 

  INVEST IN OUR GROWING YOUTH PROGRAM 

 

The youth program at our church is flourishing. In early November we took 16 people to the North Carolina Youth 
Pilgrimage Conference in Fayetteville. Our students had the opportunity to hear the preaching of gifted leaders, 
the testimonies of multiple students their own age, and the contemporary worship of their generation in a gathering 
of thousands of middle and high school students from all over North Carolina at the Crown Coliseum Complex. 
Thank you Davis Street family for supporting our youth and young adults as we continue to grow our ministry. Your 
financial and spiritual support is integral to the discipleship of the next generation. 
      

We need your continued investment in the UNITED youth of our church. 
                                   

In the nineteenth chapter of the gospel of Matthew Jesus tells us, “Let the little children come to me, and do not 
hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” Your donations, gifts, and checks, when written 
to the youth program, go directly into special funds and are set aside for the express purpose of leveraging your 
investment into the lives of our young people for the continued coming of the Kingdom of God. Engage,  
Empower, and Invest in the emergent generation at Davis Street UMC. 

Washing for Breakfast Ministry  Schedule Contact Information:   

            

Gay Trotter    1st Sunday  336-213-0238 gay.trotter@gmail.com 

Shirley Manning   2nd Sunday  336-524-6323 nickmanningjr@gmail.com 

Diana Hanford    3rd Sunday  336-221-0855 dlhanford@triad.rr.com 

Ann Acquilano    4th Sunday  336-380-2110 aacquilano@gmail.com 

Donna Quiring    5th Sunday  336-212-1736 gapeach_27889@yahoo.com 
            

 If you are not able to serve on your week, trade with another person or call…  
            

John Wise      919-907-8015 john.caleb.wise@gmail.com 
            

 LAUNDRY LIST FOR BREAKFAST MINISTRY 

                          

                              REMEMBER!!! 

“Can the Sanctuary” food drive for the Salvation Army is Sunday, Dec. 

1, 2019.  Bring your cans to the sanctuary to be blessed and gathered.  

Thank you for your generosity in this endeavor.  

http://www.southboundsandwich.com/
mailto:gay.trotter@gmail.com
mailto:nickmanningjr@gmail.com
mailto:dlhanford@triad.rr.com
mailto:aacquilano@gmail.com
mailto:gapeach_27889@yahoo.com
mailto:john.caleb.wise@gmail.com


 

   

When:   December 8, 2019 

Time:    6:30 pm 

Where:  Davis St. UMC 606 E. Davis St. Burlington, NC 

What:    Worship Service— 
 

A Blue Christmas worship service (no this is not about Elvis). 

• dealing with the death of a loved one, 

• facing life after divorce or separation, 

• coping with the loss of a job, 

• living with cancer or some other dis-ease that puts a question mark over the future, 

• several other human situations make parties and joviality pain for many of us in our congregation  

  and community. 

• Rev. Al Trotter is preaching 

• Bonnie Sykes Mehring is singing 
 

We hope that this worship will be reflective and accepting of people where we really are as it holds out 
healing and hope to all.  Please mark your calendar:  December 8, 2019 @ 6:30pm.  A time of lighting 
candles of remembrance with light refreshments following.  Bring a photo (framed or not…it’s up to you) of 
your loved one (if you want to) and place it on a table. The candles will celebrate the light of Christ shining 

through the darkness, pain, and violence in the world.    
 

 Please come and bring a friend 

DAVIS STREET UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

“to reach out and connect with all people, making disciples of Jesus Christ” 

2019 Advent Calendar 
 

December 1st- 1st Sunday of Advent & Holy Communion @ 8:30am & 10:55am 

December 3rd- Ladies in the Evening (L.I.T.E.) Christmas Fellowship @ Angelina’s Café, 6:30pm 

December 5th- Just Older Youth (J.O.Y.) Christmas Fellowship @ 11:30am @ Mosca’s Rest. 

December 8th- 2nd Sunday of Advent @ 8:30am & 10:55am 

December 8th- Rampage Sunday School Christmas Fellowship @ 9:45am-10:45am 

December 8th- Harmony Class Christmas Fellowship @ 4:00pm @DaVinci’s 

December 8th- Blue Christmas Worship Service @ 6:30pm 

December 9th- Church Staff & Staff-Parish Relations Team Christmas Party @ 12 noon 

December 13th- Prayer Group Christmas Fellowship @ Parsonage, 6:00pm 

December 15th- 3rd Sunday of Advent @ 8:30am & 10:55am 

December 15th- UMM Distribute Cookies to Police, Fire Departments & First Responders 

December 15th- Christmas Caroling @ Nursing Homes & Homebound @ 3:00-6:00pm 

December 22nd- 4th Sunday of Advent @ 8:30am & 0:55am 

December 22nd- Mission Community Christmas Service & Gift-Giving @ 8:30am-9:30am 

December 24th- Christmas Eve Communion & Candlelight Worship Celebration @ 5:00pm  

December 25th- Christmas Day 

December 29th- 1st Sunday after Christmas Day @ 8:30am & 10:55am 



 

“IRREVERENCE IN CHURCH” 
 

 

Each month I am involved with a Dinner Church Cohort Conference Call with six other pastors and our 
leader, Isaac Olivarez.  I have to admit that I am often challenged by the topics presented by Isaac. Our last 
topic was one word; reverence.  One definition is, to regard or treat with deep respect. 

 

We know that we have expected behaviors in many settings in life.  In schools, the work place, military 
service, driving, and going to the grocery store. Can you think of more places that require either to learn ex-
pected behaviors through experience or to be taught proper behavior?  

 

Did you think of church as a place with expected behaviors, especially in the area of reverence?  
 

The church and her people today are products of the Reformation (1517 – 1648). There’s plenty to 
read and research about the Reformation, but I want to go back further to the life and times of Jesus. 

 

It’s easy for us to miss the many times Jesus taught his followers around the settings of meals.  The 
miraculous feeding of the large crowds, dinners at Matthew’s house with the sinners, eating at Zacchaeus’s 
house, the Emmaus road experience where Jesus is known in the way he broke bread and who could leave 
out the Last Supper.  In our minds we might put these into the category of reverent moments with Jesus.  
But, for a moment, think outside the box and view these times as irreverent times.  Remember there were 
no learned behaviors and there were no tests to pass for following Jesus.  Think of meals as dinner table 
times when Jesus taught theology of the Kingdom of God.  “That is the Jesus dinner table theology in a nut-
shell: gather the saint and the sinner, eat together, talk about Jesus, and expect divine interventions to show 
up.” (Welcome to Dinner, Church by Verlon Fosner.)   

 

Those who come to Breakfast Church at Davis St. don't always know the expectations for behavior. 
There’s no driving test to enter into the fellowship of the church.  Expect those who come to 8:30 and 10:55 
to find a place of worship, a warm place of hospitality and fellowship with new friends but above all, and 
most importantly, to meet Jesus in an often irreverent setting. This is where Jesus love shines through each 
one of us. We do this by offering worship and over the top hospitality with food, a nice setting, clothing, and 
people who engage with our friends.   

 

Rev. Julie from the conference call left us with this bit of truth.  “It’s not our job to judge, it’s our job to 
love.” 

 

Mike Sykes 

 

OLDER ADULT EVENT 
 

The J.O.Y. (Just Older Youth) group is celebrating Christmas on De-
cember 5 at Mosca's on South Church Street.  Join us for lunch and  
fellowship at 11:30 am.  We will be collecting socks (men and women's) 
to donate to the homeless in our community. 



 

RECIPE FOR CARDIAC ARREST: COLD WEATHER,  

HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE, & THE HOLIDAYS 

It’s no secret the holiday season, while usually filled with fun, family and friends, can come with its fair share 
of stress. For many, it also comes with snow which needs to be dealt with, and cold weather. Throw high 
blood pressure into the mix and you have the perfect recipe for cardiac complications. 

STRESS OF THE HOLIDAYS 

The holidays are notorious for celebrations featuring both rich foods and an abundance of alcoholic bever-
age choices, which could encourage over-indulgence. The holidays are also a time where most of us put 
pressure on ourselves to get everything “just right” for our family and friends – parties, holiday programs, 
meals, baking, decorating, shopping, piled on top of our normal daily routines may cause feeling like we 
never get a moment to relax.  While there has been no conclusive evidence excess stress leads directly to 
heart disease, it may cause people to engage in activities which have been shown to directly affect the 
heart. Excessive drinking, smoking, and overeating to “manage” stress leads to obvious strains on the body 
in general, and the heart secondarily by raising blood pressure which can damage arteries. 

COLD WEATHER 

Snow removal is an unfortunate fact of life for many of us during the coldest winter months. Whether it in-
volves a shovel, snowblower, or plow (or a combination of all three), it is never a fun or pleasant task. Many 
who do not have a regular exercise routine will still pick up the shovel and head out to the sidewalk and/or 
driveway and find themselves pushing their physical limits to complete the task, especially if it is wet, heavy 
snow.  It is not just a lack of muscle to blame for the physical strain on the heart while shoveling snow or 
even doing other outdoor tasks or sports such as skiing or pulling your toddler in a sled behind you. Cold 
causes your blood vessels to narrow, raising your blood pressure, reducing blood flow to the heart, all of 
which can lead to heart attack and ultimately sudden cardiac arrest. 
 

HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE AND HOLIDAY EATING 

Having high blood pressure already puts you at risk for heart complications. If you have ever “felt your blood 
boil” when dealing with the in-laws at a holiday dinner, or felt that little vein throb in your forehead while your 
patience is being tried, odds are your blood pressure has gone up slightly.   

As stated earlier, cold weather also exacerbates high blood pressure. Even a big meal can contribute. High-
protein foods like turkey, meats, and dairy products help your body produce norepinephrine, a stress hor-
mone. While some of this hormone can be a good thing, too much can contribute to high blood pressure. 
Not to mention all the fatty foods we like to pile on our plates at the holidays may be filled with cream, but-
ter, and cheeses. 
 

Big Meals and Blood Pressure 

Digestion requires extra oxygen from the blood vessels in our stomach. The demand we place on these 
blood vessels increases when we ask it to digest a larger, richer meal than we normally eat. If you have  

ever felt your heart race after a big meal, it was your heart putting in overtime to help your stomach process 
those mashed potatoes, green bean casserole, turkey, gravy, and pie. And we didn’t even mention the alco-
hol yet. 
 

Alcohol and Blood Pressure 

An overabundance of alcohol on top of our rich, fatty meal does much more harm than good, no matter how 
much more tolerant it may make you of your relatives. Having more than three drinks at one sitting can in-
crease your blood pressure temporarily, while long-term excess drinking can lead to chronic high blood 
pressure. 

Cold, Turkey and Stressing  

https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/high-blood-pressure/expert-answers/blood-pressure/faq-20058254


 

HAVE A HAPPY, HEALTHY HOLIDAY SEASON 

Celebrating the holidays with traditional fare and some good cheer can make the holidays brighter, but pay  
attention to the signals your body may send you and understand your current state of health. Know which cir-
cumstances may lead to an increase in chances for cardiac complications while celebrating. 
 

Avoid stress if you can – don’t put too much pressure on yourself to get everything just right. Give yourself 
time to relax and really enjoy the holidays. 
 

Know your limits when it comes to being out in the cold and what your body can withstand from an exercise 
standpoint. If  you haven’t worked out all year, now is not the time to go hardcore  
cardio with the shovel moving 3 feet of wet, heavy snow. 
 

If you have high blood pressure, be conscious of the foods you eat, find ways to deal with your stress which 
don’t involve food, smoking, or drinking, and stay warm! Follow your doctor’s  
advice and have a wonderful holiday season! 
 

Article by “Welcome to AED Superstore Blog” 

RECIPE FOR CARDIAC ARREST: COLD WEATHER,  

HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE, & THE HOLIDAYS - con’t 

REMEMBER - PRINTED NEWSLETTER ARE TRANSITIONING TO DIGITAL      
 

Please remember that we are transitioning the printed newsletter to digital format 
with our January issue. The newsletter(s) can be viewed and printed from the 
church website:https://davisunited.org/newsletter/.  You can review each monthly 
issue starting from January of this year at this link.  The format is the same as 
the printed edition. 

Finding the newsletter on the website is very simple - only 2 clicks.  When you or 
a visitor opens the church website at https://davisunited.org/ - the home page is 

displayed.  At the top right of this page is a button labeled "Newsletter."  One click on that 
button displays all the newsletters for selective viewing and/or printing or saving to one's 
own computer or storage device.  A second click will open whichever issue of the newsletter 
is selected. The entire newsletter is there - a digital copy of what folks have been getting in 
the postal mail.   
 

This December newsletter is the last issue to be mailed.  Beginning in January 2020, a lim-
ited number of printed monthly copies will be available in the church parlor (in keeping with 
our practice), but we will mail copies to our shut-in members and our members at nursing 
homes, or anyone without access to a computer to be able to read it online.  If that is you, 
please let Arlene know at 336-226-4457. 
 

This transition will produce financial and workload savings.  The expense associated with  
paper and ink/toner purchases, copy costs, postage and the bulk mail permit will be signifi-
cantly reduced.  The workload associated with the production of 100+ copies will also  
reduce the burden on the church staff.  You may contact the church office with questions. 

SPECIAL ATTENTION 

Since we now have Wendy Yoder, our new Office Administrator, all emails pertaining to any 
office requests, information, please send your emails to Wendy at: office@davisstreetumc.org.  
All other requests about financial information or notices for the newsletters articles, address 
them to Arlene @treasurer@davisstreetumc.org.  This will help get information to the proper 
person so that everything can continue to run smoothly.  Thank you. 

https://davisunited.org/newsletter/
https://davisunited.org/


 

Phones: (336) 226-4457 or (336) 227-3784 

Pastor Phone: (919) 418-0682 or (336) 438-1809  

Web Address: www.davisunited.org 

 Pastor                                         Edgar DeJesus            edgardj@msn.com 
      Treasurer                                    Arlene Domenico           treasurer@davisstreetumc.org 
 Office Administrator           Wendy Yoder               office@davisstreetumc.org 
 Dir. of Children Ministry           Jane Brannock        jbrannock6@triad.rr.com 
      Dir. of Youth & Emer. Gen.         John C. Wise         john.caleb.wise@gmail.com 
      Dir. of Music & Creative Arts       Kitty Anderson        kittylynnanderson@gmail.com 
 Interim Accompanist                   Gay Trotter                  gay.trotter@gmail.com 
  

 Church Office Hours                 Monday - Friday                9:00 am - 1:00 pm  

Davis Street United Methodist Church 

606 East Davis Street 

Burlington, NC  27215 

Address Service Requested 

Find your United Methodist family on Facebook 

There are many ways to connect with fellow church members. Now thanks to social media we can be 
part of a huge community of United Methodists on Facebook.  Come and see us. 

https://www.facebook.com/Davis-Street-United-Methodist Church 

www.davisunited.org 

ATTENTION - Our newsletter can be viewed on the DSUMC website. Invite visitors who 
“Surf the Net” to learn more of the opportunities that Davis Street UMC offers.  

MESSAGE FROM THE PRAYER MINISTRY: 
 

 Loving Father, help us remember the birth of Jesus, that we may share in the song of the angels, the gladness 
of the shepherds and the wisdom of the wise men.  Close the door of hate and open the door of love all over 
the world.  Let kindness come with every gift and good desires with every  greeting.  Deliver us from evil by the 
blessing which Christ brings and teach us to be merry with  clean hearts.  May the Christmas morning make us 
happy to be your children and the Christmas evening bring us to our beds with grateful thoughts, forgiving and 
forgiven, for Jesus' sake. Amen 
 

The author is Robert Louis Stevenson. 

           GIFTS TO THE CHURCH     (10/30/19—11/04/19) 

 

     Memorials for Ethel Allred were given by:       
  Janet Isley     Ron & Marcia Earp              
   

  Memorials for Bill Matthews were given by:         
  Sam & Carol Story       Ron & Marcia Earp       
  

  Memorials for Warren Loy were given by:                 
  Ron & Marcia Earp                   
      

  Memorials for Nancy Thompson were given by: 
  Ron & Marcia Earp 
                            
     Memorials for Anne Linnens were given by: 
     Ron & Marcia Earp 
 

  Memorials for Doug Wright were given by: 
     Gail & Gary Wright  
 

  Memorials for Nancy Rich were given by: 
  Ron & Marcia Wright 



 

GENEROUS  VOLUNTEERS  IN  SERVICE  FOR  DECEMBER 2019 

DATE 

12/01 

12/08 

12/15 

12/22 

12/29 

 

GREETERS 

Cynthia Walker & Cynthia Ball 

Jimmy & Brenda Moser 

Jerry & Janet Fisher 

Polly & Sherry Webb 

Norm & Debbie Strickland 

READER 

TBA 

TBA 

TBA 

TBA 

TBA 

 

 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAY  CELEBRATIONS 

December birth month flower: Poinsettia 
 

DAY 

 

PERSON 

 

DAY 

 

PERSON 

 

DAY 

 

PERSON 

  

12/02 

12/05 

12/05 

12/05 

12/09 

Eunice Griffin 

Lily Apple 

Wanda Frizell 

Madison Strickland 

Melissa Holmes 

12/12 

12/12 

12/13 

12/13 

12/18 

Patti Flinchum 

Mike Sykes 

Gertrude Lee 

Donna Quiring 

Meri Davis Beaver 

12/20 

12/21 

12/22 

12/27 

12/30 

 

Clint Apple 

Mattie Miller (92) 

Carole Branson 

Brian Wilson 

Gaye Hobbs 

  

    

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

    

12/08 

12/14 

Nick & Shirley Manning 

David & Kitty  Anderson 

 

12/15 

12/31 

James & Patricia Flinchum 

Wilson & Janice Scott 

    

    

      COMMUNION SERVERS DECEMBER 1, 2019          
 

          CINDY LOY, ILONA FLOWERS, 

     DIANA HANFORD, JOHN WISE 

NURSERY 

When a Nursery Worker is needed, 

 Please contact Meredith Wright 

 336-228-3398 

http://www.whatsmybirthflower.com/february-birth-flower/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=rBdpyiklMQfc_M&tbnid=2pE5PetyFE8dkM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbloorlansdownechristianfellowship.wordpress.com%2F2012%2F05%2F04%2Fthis-communion-sunday-at-bloor-lan

